
THE OUTPOST IN THESKYi
THE outpost In the sky Is a foa- .

ture of modern warfare. It
sounds strange to Bpeak of pick¬
eting the heavens and patrollingthe empyrean, but such Is the way in

which the British are watching Boer
operations in South Africa at tho pres¬
ent time.
Balloons, It is true, are not altogether

new In warfare. They were used about
Paris during the Franco-Prussian war,
and in fact had been put to a test dur¬
ing our own civil war. A balloon also
figured In tho capture of Santiago, but
as a general thing it must be confessedthat tho kite and balloon corps was nev¬
er looked upon as a very valuable ad¬
junct to an army.

It was not until the invention of wire¬
less telegraphy that military balloon¬
ing became a valuable auxiliary to theadvance guard of an army. This won¬
derful discovery brought about the pos¬sibility for a new system of reconnolter-
Ing, and England has shown herselfto be up to date by having no less than
20 war bnlloons at the Cape. Ton of
these are in Natal and ten distributed
at other points. These balloons are
made of gold boaters' skin and have
proved quite Impermeable, having kept
up six months at Aldershot without los¬
ing their lifting power.
Tho British have already put theirballoons to actual use in observing the

operations of the Boors and have found
them particularly valuable, owing to
the rough and broken nature of the
country in which most of tho fightinghas been taking place. The most suc¬
cessful of these balloons in .actual op¬eration were the smaller class, with a
capacity of 11,000 cubic feet of gas and
&'.k- to soar up into tho clouds with
tt, o men and all the necessary equip-

merit. Among the apparatus in the ear
is, of course, a Marconi instrument, by
means of Which messages are sent back
to headquarters, the receiver being a
small captive balloon which can be tow¬
ed about at will by one man.
Where the larger class of balloon has

been used, a smaller one has usuallybeen mnde to act as a tender, though*
ns a general rule it has been found that
the smaller balloon has been the most
satisfactory In every way, being more
easily handled when Inflated, less trou¬
ble to transport and ill 1 with gas and
more easily recovered when once sent
up.
The operation of these now aortal war

engines in South Africa is looked after

Home For Which the Boers Are Fiofitino.

Nowadays when nothing but war pictures arc being printed In connectionWith South Africa the accompanying illustration, from a photograph of atypical Dutch farmstead in the country whore the British nnd the Boors are
now cannonading one another, will be of especial interest. This quiet. scene of
a homely little Boer farmstead stands, in a way. for that quietness atvd peace-fulness of life for which the Boer Is today fighting so bravely while Vainlystruggling to ward back" that restless spirit of advance and progress which ths
energetic uitlundcr brought with him when ho first invaded tho Transvaal.
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by the special balloon section of tho
royal engineers. For months before war
broke out at. tho lower end of the dark
continent tho English military officials
had been busily experimenting with the
balloon as a war Instrument at Alder-
shot. Here I hoy made many exhaust-

Ivo tcsls of Ute Marconi system and its
adaptability to actual warfare. These
experiments were eminently successful,
and the result was that a special bal-
loon brigade was organized among the
royal engineers for service in South
Africa.

Such work as picketing tho sky nat¬
urally calls for men of the utmost dar¬
ing and courage. Such a picket prac¬
tically takes his life Into his own
hands when he once steps Into his little
car and is hurled up among tho clouds
to hang dangerously over the camp of

the enemy, where a chnnco shot or the
slightest mismanagement or the ap¬
paratus by Iiis own hand means cither
instant death or falling into the hands
of the foe. It roriuires the coolest nervo
to sit poised up above the earth -1.000
or 0,000 feet and with powerful field-

A Curious Kitten,
Here Is a kitten which is tho proud

possessor or 21 toes. This unique little
felino is the
property of Miss
Rawiston, t h o
American ac¬

tress, and, bo-
Fides being an
anatomical cu¬
riosity, has nlso
a claim on dis¬
tinction because
of its great
cleverness a t
trick playing.
This little kit¬

ten alwoys accompanies Us affectionate
mistress on her many theatrical tours,
and, while traveling, comfortably re¬
poses in a well padded basket especial¬
ly made for the purpose.

WITHOUT MALE DESCENDAXT9.
The Pall Mall Gazette recently print¬

ed a partial list of tho prent men of
England of whom there arc no living
male descendants. Among them are
Chaucer, Shakespeare, Spenser, Milton,
Butler, Dryden, Pope, Swift, Addison,
Cowper, Goldsmith, Dr. Johnson, Scott,
Byron. Shelley, Philip Sydney, Sir W&ir
ter Raleigh, Sir Francis Drake, NVls.in.
Sir Robert Walpole, Lord Bolingbroke,
Lord Chatham, Charles Jambs Fox,
Edmund Burke. Bacon, Newton, Loci;;-,
Sir Humphry Davy, Hume, Clbson and
Mncaulay. Several of these were never
married.

glasses look calmly down Into tho en-emy's camp or along their lines, ob¬
serve every movement thut is beingmade and telegraph tho informationback to Iho firing lino. When this isdone, and his observations have all beenmade, the trouble of tho balloon picket

Jus I begins, for It Is when attempting to
rejoin bis forces that he has the great¬
est difficulties to overcome. Unless well
anchored and held back the wind
Is likely to drive him over the enemy's
lines and leave him strnnded a dozen or
more miles away with a few thousand
foes between him and his comrades.
So the life of Hie outpost in tho sky is
never an easy one. When some special
gun Is contrived for tho destruction of
his fragile airship, the dangers of this
fighter who Is neither landsman nor
seaman will be even greater.

An Oddfy Named Town.

The traveler In Now Zealand Is often struck by tho ridiculousness of tho
names which are.given by tho nntives to many of their little mushroom
towns. The accompanying picture, for instance, shows an unpretentious little
burg which has to struggle along under the very august und Incongruous so¬
briquet of "Jerusalem." Just why it was so named no one has ever been, ablo
to fled out. though tho Mow Zeal an der» bavo also a London and a Bristol.

The Guardian of the Wounded.
In the modern army the medical de¬

partment Is one of the most Important.
Officers so on the principle that, 'while
hoping for the best, one must be pre¬
pared for the worst, so for this reason
the army department of the. English
forces In South Africa has been arrang¬

ed for on a plan never before known.
The medical and nursing staff is a tre¬
mendous one, though, In view of the
fact that u great number of wounded
have to be taken care of. It has proved
none too large. The head of this staff
is Surgeon General T. D. Wilson, whose
many years' experience ns a war doc¬
tor has well fitted him for such a re¬
sponsible post. Fortunately, the cli¬
mate at the seat of war Is of the best,
so that the wounded have a chance of
recovery without those complications
of fever and cholera that are so often
more disastrous than the shot and shell
of the enemy.

An Indiana man planted 20 acres of
former marsh land in cnbbngo, and at
present market rates ho will receivejs.000 for ills crop.

. Officers Who Are After Sfave Traders,

Hero nie the English nnd Portuguese officers who nrc nt present workingtogether In an effort to wood slave trading out of Central Africa. This expadl-tlon, among the more stirring events which have been attracting attention atthe more southerly part of tho dark continent, has been quite lust sight of.notwithstanding the fact that it will have tin Important effect In determiningthe destinies of the central part of Afrlcn. The British forces are under thecommand of Captain Pearce, who has some 600 trained native troops, 150Sikhs, two Maxims and two 7 pounders In his command. The Portuguese
are even more strongly represented, both In Infantry and artillery. The Indi¬
viduals whom this expedition are after are tho chiefs of Mkwumba, Zu railand Mataka, all notorious slnvo traders. I

The Ne*/ Cuban Stamp.
The handsomest ot the newly Issued

series of postage stamps of Cuba Is the
2 centavostamp,

pjTj-iruy^vyy-xjT^nja a picture of
£> j^X^SSSTsf^Iwl c which i.s here-

b . 4 S ,v"-- produced.effi^^^^t^S\l5 Tht> tlPS,Kn r0»'-£ b^sHiiiESsjX* \l5 resents a group

S^\JtJ^C^^y^l^ philatelists nrobS^^'^nil'r's^ c <>f the opinionh «hat it is one of> MHltöforaKHj the most nt-
caiXAAA/uuvi/ifütj tractive stamps

yet Issued on
the island. The designs of other de¬
nominations in the satno issue are
equally plensing.

The power behind the throne In South African politics Is Jaa'''^nd.^HHHofmeyr, the chief of tie: famous Dutch Afrikander bund'and th2'^JSgs|^^H|friend of President Kruger of the Transvaal. Hofmeyr sat for a.nuWVsJ^^^HHyears In tho Cape house of assembly and in 1SS1 became a member'Öt'tb^^^^ralecu live council, showing a prevailing tendency to becotho a me^tator-V-b^CTWS^^^ffithe antagonistic Dutch ami English Interests, though Iii his earlier: y.ehra|H^^Mhad taken active part with the former In their deeds of sedition ät the^^Ca^^«He Is now, however, a protagonist of Dutch supremacy under the .BcivIW^^^Hcrown. On account of his great shrewdness and power he'ls..ye8M4.ed;d|{t^^^^"boss" of Capo Colony politics, and he It was who made the.last'Pnt^f^ßt<iH0pj^^ttho part of the Afrikanders for a solution of the present dilllcultles with||ti0^resorting to the horrors of war. .....vi^SHHBH
An Extensive Sun&haäM

The largest straw hat ever," miÄ$)Wshown in the accompanying Ulustratloiu
This hat, of course, was notiinanufaa-/
ture»t for wear, though;If the crown, f S>4
been made as large as 'the rim theri

are one or two young Arnbrlci.
who might easily- show a. 1
rould till it. The pastXsurajh^
numstruted that the ön«;£v!at"straw" has become: a^rnTOHL-.
America ami Europe,-..I^ndona
roing so far in tlieiv aupratl"6^<^[|

".a-Tj-rs."

s-t raw article of headge^p^'aa^tp'j^^top hats manufactuzedH«^i^iiÄ^D|'during the past hot soiisQU^^^nt"^'the straw "tile"-.,'spriu^f^^^favor at once, arid;\Y^£in*pear next summer.
_.


